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Caring for your Cacti and Succulents 

Key elements 

Soil 

Pots 

Position 

Watering 

Fertilizing 

Pests and diseases 

 

 

Chamaecereus ñGwendolineò 



Soil (1) 

Generally it should be 

ïPorous 

ïWell drained 

 

It can vary according to the 

needs of the plant intended 

for 

Epiphyllum hybrid ñShow Boatò 



Soil (2) 

Suggested Mix 

 

2 parts compost (bagged soil 

from a garden centre) 

1 part normal soil (from the 

fields) 

İ part builderôs or river sand 

İ part perlite or small sized 

gravel 

Mammillaria polythele ñtolucaò 



Pots (1) 

Clay pots 

Plastic pots 

Tephrocactus alexanderi v. alexanderi 



Pots (2) 

Clay pots 
+ the root ñbreathesò 

+ environmental 

+ better and classier image 

+ can be smashed in small pieces and used for 

drainage 

 

- heavier and more difficult to transplant 

- can form salts on the outside spoiling the 

image 

- not as long lasting as plastic 

 

Chamaecereus hybrid ñEl Giganteò 



Pots (3) 

Plastic pots 

 
+ more durable 

+ lighter than clay pots 

 

-  not friendly to the environment 

-  can not be reused after their life is expired 

-  not as attractive/ classy 

Agave macroacantha 



Position 

(light, sun, shade) 

It all depends on the plant ï 

research where it grows in its 

natural habitat 

Avoid northern exposure 

Gradually transfer in the sun 

If there is elongation the plant 

needs more light 

Thelocactus bicolor v. tricolor 



Examples of problems caused from bad 

positioning 

 

 Sunburn   
the plant was moved from the shade to the 

sun from one day to the next, not gradually 

 Elongation  
the plant was not given adequate light 

 Leaning  
too close to a wall or other plant 

 



Watering 

 

Let the soil dry out completely 

Water adequately 

Avoid saucers under your pots 

Frequency depends on soil,  

position and time of year 

Best method to check if water 

is needed is by testing the soil 

with your hands 

 

Orbea caudata 



Fertilizing 

 

 Type of fertilizer 
Soluble, balanced general use fertilizer 

Frequency 
2-4 times a year, during the growing 

season 

Quantity 
Never more than what the instructions on 

the packet are 

  

Stapelia desmetiana 



Pests and Diseases 

Pests 

Scaly insects 

Mealy bugs 

Aphids 

Snails 

Diseases 

Fungi 

Other threats 

Cats 

Rats 

Birds 

 

}  Treat with 

appropriate 

insecticide 

}  

}  

Treat with 

appropriate 

fungicide 

??? 

}  
Prevention is the 

most effective 

measure. Spend 

the time every 

now and then to 

examine your 

plants closely 



Caring for your cacti and succulents 

throughout the year 

In coastal areas of Cyprus there in 

virtually no rest period for c&s 

There are not 4 distinct seasons in 

Cyprus 

Scorching sun in the summer time 

Info found in books, forums and the 

internet often do not apply to Cyprus 

conditions 

Key factors to consider 
Ceropegia ambliata 



Caring for your cacti and succulents 

throughout the year 

Repot where needed 

Fertilize 

Remove weeds 

Enjoy the gorgeous flowers 

on most cacti 

 

Spring Acanthocereus horridus 



Caring for your cacti and succulents 

throughout the year 

Water more often (once a 
week?) 

Fertilize 

Protect sensitive plants from 
scorching sun 

Enjoy the gorgeous flowers 
on most cacti 

 

Summer Ceropegia stapeliaeformis 



Caring for your cacti and succulents 

throughout the year 

If temperatures drop start 

watering less frequently 

Do a last fertilization 

Prune or take offsets/ cuttings 

 

Autumn Piaranthus foetidus 



Caring for your cacti and succulents 

throughout the year 

Water only when it doesnôt 
rain 

Take sensitive plants in 
sheltered spot 

Remove weeds 

Enjoy the Cyprus landscape 
turning green again 

 

Winter Nyctocereus serpentinus 



Creating a rock garden 

Position 

Types of plants 

Watering and weeding 

Decorating 

 

Neoporteria gerocephala senilis Key points 



Creating a rock garden 

Depends on the type of the 

plants 

Should have adequate 

moving space around it 

If it is elevated it should not 

be obstructing the view 

 

Position 



Creating a rock garden 

Their habits should be 
matching 

Take into consideration how 
big they grow 

Sun/ shade 

Lower growing ones at the 
front 

 

Types of plants 



Creating a rock garden 

Watering depends on the type of 

plants 

If it is an elevated rock garden take 

into consideration the sloping 

Weeding is difficult, better to place 

a ground cover membrane on top of 

the soil 

 

Watering and weeding 



Creating a rock garden 

Decoration should match the 
rest of the garden and the 
surrounding environment 

Use pots (whole or pieces) 

Statues, concrete animals, 
gnomes 

Solar lights 

 

Decorating 


